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}Pacific Island Economy Characteristics. Will 
they be obstacles to trade?

}PACER PLUS- trading away womenõs rights?

}Towards a new trade agenda







}Actual trade itself is male - dominated
ƁWomen in government become Ministers for Women or 

Community development ðNot Trade, Foreign Affairs, Finance

ƁExclusion from trade policy discussions of different sectors, 

Including womenõs development needs being made invisible

Neemah Khan, Fiji Womenõs Rights Movement

}Trade is ònot just menõs stuffó
ƁAre there ways that we can think

about trade from a feminist perspective

that bridge the economic and the social

and also hope to bridge the local to the 

regional to the global level?

Jane Kelsey, University of Auckland



} Policy Space already tough for women
ƁPacific women already face multiple inequalities that influence participation 

in social and economic life

ƁMicro financing - Solomon Islands - lack of access to finance, face 
discrimination in registering business & obtaining licenses, politics and 
oblique nature of registering land and commercial property  

} Business closures and job losses will increase

ƁFiji - 4500 - 5000 women employed in the textile industry. Their income is 
estimated to affect as many as 25000 people

ƁDr. Wadan Narsey- Economic professor at the University of the South Pacific 
predicts that under PACER Plus, 80% of Pacific manufacturing would close 
down, leading to unemployment


